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instance, to her daughter Caroline after she had married
Ferdinand of Naples, " I have heard from Brandis,
from your ladies-in-waiting, and even from strangers,
that you say your prayers carelessly, without veneration,
attention, or deeper feeling.   Don't be surprised if the
whole day is bad after such a beginning.   Recently
you have acquired the habit of being rude to your
ladies-in-waiting. . . . You are bad-tempered while they
are dressing you; I cannot forget this rudeness in you
and I shall never forgive it. ... Your voice and your
speech are unpleasant enough as it is ; you must there-
fore make a special effort to improve in this respect,
you must never raise your voice.   You are conscien-
tiously to continue your exercises in music, painting,
history, geography, and Latin.   You must never be
lazy, for indolence is dangerous for every one and
especially for you.   You must occupy your mind, for
this will prevent you from thinking of childish pranks,
from making unsuitable remarks, and from longing for
foolish amusements. . . ."

Maria Theresa had no idea that she was a harsh
mother. She prided herself on being a most tolerant
and affectionate parent. She would have been deeply
hurt had she known that, as Marie Antoinette later
confessed, none of Maria Theresa's children ever felt at
ease ia the frightening and imposing presence of their
markable mother.